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The BEST Foundation is a non-profit organization that reaches thousands of students and teachers across 
Bulgaria through English-language speech and debate tournaments. The largest of its kind in Eastern Europe, 
BEST promotes diversity of thought and encourages students to engage in their communities with confidence 
and purpose.  
 
Founded in 2012 by six Fulbright English Teaching Assistants, BEST started as a platform for Bulgarian high 
school students to debate intelligently and to express themselves in a creative way outside the classroom, all in 
English. The first tournament in 2013 hosted six schools and since then, BEST has grown tremendously.  
 
In 2018-19, BEST hosted four regional tournaments (each reaching ~300 students), one national tournament 
and an international “Balkan Voices” tournament, which attracts participants from all over the Balkan region. In 
addition to BEST’s core tournament programming, the organization runs a Student Leadership program, a 
national debate team and trainings for students, coaches, judges and high school teachers.  
 
By providing English-language speech and debate tournaments, student leadership opportunities, and 
international programming to Bulgarian students and educators, the BEST Foundation promotes critical thinking 
skills and free thought so as to foster a community of engaged, democratically-minded citizens who are 
committed to creating a bright future for Bulgaria. 
 

More information about the BEST Foundation can be found at https://bestfoundation.bg/ 

 

KEY BEST FOUNDATION FACTS 
• Headquarters: Sofia, Bulgaria 

• Year founded: 2012 

• Organization Type: Non-Profit  

• Total Unique Student Competitors for 2018-19: 896 

• Total Unique Schools Engaged for 2018-19: 54 

• Total Bulgarian Cities Represented for 2018-19: 34 
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The BEST Foundation is seeking a Chief Development Officer (CDO) to oversee fundraising and partnerships for 

the Foundation and to ensure fiscal viability of the Foundation. The CDO will pursue activities including but not 

limited to expanding and building existing financial and programmatic partnerships, managing grant 

applications, and overseeing major gifts and crowdfunding campaigns. This individual must coordinate with the 

BEST Board of Directors to establish strategy, goals, and processes for the BEST Foundation to be positioned for 

financial growth, followed by efficient execution. They must be an organized self-starter and a strong 

communicator. This individual will report to the Executive Director and preferably be based in Sofia, Bulgaria.  

IDEAL EXPERIENCE  

3-7+ years in a fundraising or corporate development role 

Development experience in an international environment, which includes grant writing, nurturing and 

deepening strategic relationships and managing effective fundraising campaigns. Previous BEST and non-profit 

experience preferred but not required.  

Donor and partner engagement 

Demonstrated experience in building strong relationships with corporate and individual donors; a proven ability 

to articulate and present an organization’s value proposition to external stakeholders.  

Passion, Commitment and Understanding of Mission 

Mission-driven experience or a demonstrated passion related to BEST.  

Fluency in English (C1) and Bulgarian language (native) 

Education 

An undergraduate degree is required.  

 

KEY RESPONSIBILITIES 
▪ Embrace and communicate the mission, values, and culture of the BEST Foundation.  

▪ Create and manage an international fundraising strategy each year, coinciding with the fiscal year.  

▪ Work closely with Executive Director to ensure financial viability and sustainability of the Foundation. Report 

any escalating risks to major gifts, sponsorships, etc. for collaboration with Executive Director.  

▪ Identify and prioritize potential partnerships, donors, opportunities, and collaborations to support the 

mission of BEST.  

▪ Effectively project manage to maintain an active pipeline of grant applications and fundraising 

opportunities.  

▪ Cultivate and maintain a strong network of industry contacts and foster existing relationships with key 

entities in the community. Actively participate in relevant conferences and networking events. Create 

visibility for the organization in corporate development circles and position BEST for financial growth. 

▪ Present strategy to the Board of Directors annually at the Board of Directors retreat in the spring. Report on 

their activity, as well as progress against this strategy and results, bi-annually (May and December). 

 

Position Summary BEST Foundation  


